BUOYANT BILLIONS.

The theme of cruelty to the rich people found in the earlier economic
plays, takes on a note of pathos in Buoyant Billions. In the
" Discussion," the third act of the play, the difficulties under the
Labour Government of a billionaire family living on unearned
incomes, are described by the sinister figure of the family solicitor.
Though Bill Buoyant, the father, had escaped the war-taxes that
had abolished the rich in Britain, his profits from the money market
are now threatened by the prospect of the Labour Chancellor of
Exchequer taxing money market incomes as well. The children
who, with the exception of their eldest sister, do not know how
to make any money, are warned by the solicitor;

Sir F.

Then I am afraid 1 must warn you all that
you will presently become very poor. You
wilt have to Ie1 your country houses ami
Vive in gate lodges ami gardeners" cottages.

Your todies will have to da the housework.

Your clothes will have to last you for
years, 1 am here io Impress these hard
facts on you.1

But the children do not like to face the hard facts and prohecy,
what in fact, happens:

The Widower.
The Labour Government, which is res*
pomible for these robberies of the rich,
will be defeated at the next election**
1.    Buoyant Billions, p. 1377, 2.e. 2371. I .a.
2.    Buoyant Billion^ p. 1378, l.a,
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